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NiBI BAkPSHiRE WIID LIFE 
WORTH $6,500,000 A YEAR 

Wild game and birds have a money value, which 

may be estimated roughly for any particular State. In New Hampshire, for 

eXa@e, game and birds return to the State annually a value at least of 

$6,500,000, F. C. Henderson, Associate Chief of the Biological Survey in 

the United States Department of Agric&ture told the convention of the New 

Hampshire Division of the Iza& Walton League of America yesterday (September 

22). 

The Leegue, Mr. Henderson said, was composed primarily of sportsmen 

who value opportunities for hunting, and conservationists, who are primarily 

interested in the aesthetic value of wild birds and animals. Continuing, 

the speakers said, "It is a modern practice to apply the financial yardstick 

to almost everything me desire to appraise. Birds end wild g-6 have a 

direct economic value to the people of every State, albeit a value difficult 

to measure." 

For New Hampshire the.annual economic return of geme and birds, esti- 

mated at $6,5OO,OQO, is arrived at by adding the following items; valuations . 
for flesh, fur, and feathers, $400,000; for insect destroying services of 

birds, $1,5OO,OOC: for recreational values, in connection with the general 

tourist business, $3,OOO,OCO, and for returns dw to grave alone, $100,000 

-- from license fees, and $1,5CC,CW for goner&l expenditures by hunters. These - -*- 
figu;MBe @&it %'&@W?X8 to v&xm -fm &h, mch QW& net.rtithin the ScogS -- 

of the Biological Survey work. The figures mre believed to be conservative. .I 
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Valuation of birds as insect destroyers is based on general surveys in 

the Eastern States, according to Mr. Henderson. In this section the breeding 

bird population is estimated to average about one pair to the acre, with fully 

as many migratory birds spending a shorter time in each locality, Taking the 

nominal value of 10 cents a bird for its services in killing insects . the 

total amounts )“$l,500,000, which is conservative because many birds are worth 

much more than 10 cents for such services. 

In 1926 New Hampshire issued 52,642 combination licenses to residents 

and 2,305 to non-rosidento, bringing a revenue of more than $100,000. These 

55,000 hunters put into circulation in New Hempshire for clothing, weapons, 

ammunition, transportation, food, lodging and personal service more than 

$1,500,000. Mr. Henderson’s total did not include approximately $50,000 in 

fishing licenses for non-residents end a proportional sum spent by fishermen. 

Mr. .Henderson estimates that New Hampshire has the trade of about 

300,000 tourists annually who are drawn in part by the wild life of the State, 

and these bring in an average of $100 each, one-tenth of which is credited to 
. 

the attractiveness of wild life, or $3,000,000. 

_~ Game birds are, in fact, comparatively few and do not contribute 

greatly to this total as insect feeders, according to Mr. Henderson. The 

ruffed grouse is occasionally an offender because of his habits as an apple- 

budder. If these birds grove troublesome the State Fish and Game Commissioner 

might well permit orchardists to trap the birds for shipanent to localities 

where they are wmted for sport. On the average the partridge!!s dietary 

Wants are as favorable RE they are unfavorable, and most of the insects con- 

sumed are injurious. The bobwhites are beneficial. The mergansers or fish 

ducks may kill a few trout, but feed mainly on coarse fish and eat many spawn 

eating creatures that prey on trout and other fish. The shorebirds, most of .._ 
i&% me no Zonger oa the game liet, are not harmful and the killdeer r;nd 

ug%and plover are markedly beneficial in their habits. The mammals such as 

deer, hares, rabbits and squirrels may be slightly harmful in their food 

habits, but are hunted to keep down the numbers and their game value more 

thsn counterbalances their depredations. 


